Date: November 5, 2010

The implementation of Section Q of the Minimum Data Set (MDS) was effective October 1,
2010. The Department for Medicaid Services (DMS) has contracted with the Department for Aging and
Independent Living (DAIL) to utilize the Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRC) as the Local
Contact Agency (LCA) for the Section Q referral process. The ADRC, housed within the 15 Area
Agencies on Aging and Independent Living (AAAIL), provide residents with information about
community-based long term care options.

The process for referrals has generated some confusion as to whom and when a resident should and
should not be referred to the ADRC. The most frequently received inappropriate referral thus far, is a
resident who is admitted for short-term rehabilitative services. This is an inappropriate referral because
the resident is admitted for short-term rehabilitation with a plan to be discharged.

More specifically, appropriate referrals to the ADRC include those residents who express an interest in
returning to the community and,

1. Do not have an active discharge plan in place; or
2. Has been deemed feasible to return to the community; or
3. Isnotinthe NF for a short stay (i.e. rehabilitation).

It is recommended that all Nursing Facilities (NF) follow the skip patterns for questions 400 and 500 as
referenced in the Resident Assessment Instrument, Version 3.0. The skip patterns will further assist in
determining appropriateness of referrals to the ADRC. The ADRC are looking forward to partnering with
NF to successfully fulfill the DMS requirements for implementation of the MDS section Q.



